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freely abusing the author. The book is as complete a picture of one
phase of London life as Deloney's is of another ; but it suffered the
usual fate of ironical writing ; it failed to sell to anything like the
same extent as the plainer-spoken Newesfrom Hell and the Eel-man.
Other	Dekker's pamphlets, and also his plays, belong to a mass of litera-
miscel- ture about London life which at a later date would inevitably have
lames of tg^Qn tne form of fiction. The forms it actually took were mis-
fiction cellaneous in the extreme. There were medleys of anecdote and
descriptive sketches, appealing to the sense of curiosity or love of
the queer and picturesque ; there were further collections of jests,
assuming more and more the shape of picaresque adventures 5
ballads and other occasional verse; and books of travel in London
and the suburbs, which began apparently in journeys for a wager,
such as that recounted in Kemps nine dales wonder. Performed in a
dauncefrom London to Norwich (i 600). The author of this, William
Kemp, went on a morrice dance between the two cities, and writes
a lively report " to satisfy his friends the truth against all lying
ballad-makers." One of Deloney's characters, the eccentric Green
King, had gone all the way from London to Bristol in one of these
escapades. An even earlier example was The most dangerous and
memorable adventure of Richard Ferris (1590), the account of a
voyage in a small wherry by a man who undertook to row from
Tower Wharf to Bristol.
John	Jonn Taylor, the Water-Poet, whose voluminous writings in
Tay/or,    verse and prose are a veritable encyclopaedia of popular lore about
the Water- London and the Home Counties, wrote several such serio-comic
Offm       narratives.1   One of the best accounts of such a frolic is Richard
Brathwaite's Barnabeis Journall (1638), a picaresque narrative
that happens to be in rhymed Latin and English verse.2   Westward
1 E.g. The Pennyless Pilgrimage, or the Money-lesse Perambulation (1618), a recoid
in both prose and verse of such a jomney from London to Edinburgh • A Pery
Merry Wherry-Ferry-Poyage: or Tor be for my Money (i6zi), this was in verse;
John Taylor the Water-Poet's Travels through London to visit all the Taverns (1636),
a directory full of information for the modem antiquary; Taylor's Travels
and Circular Perambulation^ through . . . the Famous Cities of London and Westminster
(1636) and John Taylor's Wanderings to see the Wonders of the West. How he
travelled neere 600 mtles^from London to the Lands End, and Home again (1649).
See Works of John Taylor the Water-Poet (Spenser Society, from folio of 1630,
3 vols., 1869, other works, 5 vois., 1870-1877). The best account of Taylor
is in Southey's Lives and Works of the Uneducated Poets^ new ed., 1925.
* Barnaba Itinerarium or Barnabee's Journal, ed. J. Haslewood, rev W. C.
Hazlitt, 1876.

